
McKenzie River Trust To Be Recipient of Oakshire’s “1% For Watersheds” 
Campaign 
 
The McKenzie River Trust is partnering up with some of Oregon’s finest craft breweries 
to help generate support for the newly proposed Oregon Brewsheds Project. The Eugene-
based Oakshire Brewing is the first brewery to jump on the conservation bandwagon.  
 
To help get the ball rolling on the Oregon Brewsheds Project initiative, Oakshire Brewing 
will launch its “1% For Watersheds” campaign on [Jan. 1], 2013. The McKenzie River 
Trust will be the recipient of 1 percent of the profits Oakshire makes in the 2013 year 
from selling its [IPA] beer.  
 
Joe Moll, Executive Director of the McKenzie River Trust said that his non-profit is, 
“proud to be the first recipient of Oakshire’s ‘1 percent for watersheds’ campaign. This 
partnership will benefit the McKenzie River watershed and has the potential to help 
protect watersheds across Oregon in the years to come. Protecting the quality of the water 
we all drink – as pure water or as one of our great local craft brews – is important for the 
health and livability of Eugene’s citizens.”  
 
“A big part of the success of Oakshire is the quality of the water we use to make our great 
brews. By donating 1 percent of our profits to protect the McKenzie River watershed, we 
are doing our part to ensure that this source of great water continues to help us produce 
great beer,” said Jeff Althouse, founder of Oakshire Brewing.  
 
According to The Oregon Brewsheds Project, about 1 million people in the cities of 
Portland, Salem, Eugene and Bend drink water that originates from the Mt Hood, 
Willamette, and Deschutes National Forests.  
 
The Oregon Brewsheds Project is a collaborative effort among some of the biggest names 
in various Oregon conservation efforts including the National Forest Foundation, Oregon 
Brewer’s Guild, U.S. Forest Service, Eugene Water and Electric, and the Oregon 
Association of Resource Conservation & Development Councils. The partnership plans 
to team up with breweries that receive water from the Mt. Hood, Willamette and 
Deschutes National Forests to implement both energy efficient and water conservation 
programs that will help maintain Oregon’s exceptional water quality.  
 
In its inception, the Oregon Brewsheds Project is targeting breweries that receive water 
from the Mt Hood, Willamette and Deschutes National Forests as a starting point, and 
could expand in the future to reach more of Oregon’s 100+ brewing facilities as the 
program matures. Althouse also noted that he hopes his company’s enterprise will, 
“encourage other craft breweries in Oregon to join our effort. The Oregon Brewsheds 
Project helped get this idea kick-started; over time, we hope that other breweries join the 
party and work to protect other watersheds in Oregon.” 
 
 
 


